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T o the bowonrable, Sir William Strickland 
Knight, and Baronet, bis firft Patron, 
Eternal Happineſſe. 


Much Hono':r*d Sic, 


Ry hath pleaſed God fince | pre- 


(2 


{ented my Jaſt Book unto you, to 
SY fake out of this Life my immedie 
= acc Patron, Sir Williewe Cholmley, 

your Nephew, to whom that Book 

was principally Dedieared. And through 
Gods goudnc(s, your felf being my only ſur- 
viving Patron ; Iam not only obhged in Du- 
ty, but in a manner neceffitated to refleQ up- 
on your worthy Self. I defire ever thankfully 
to remember, and acknowledge your Good- 


' neſs and Kindneſs to me, from my firſt com- 


ing to live neer you ; and I mutt ingentouſly 
confeſs thatit was no little encouragement 
to me in the tudy of Divinity, thar you 
were pleaſed to be the firft Patron that open- 
cd a [Door for my initiating, and entrance in- 
to the Miniſtery. Inced not wake a Recapt- 
tulation of thoſe Chriſtian Vertues, which 


are conſpicuous i your ſober, and Religions 


Cunyerſation : nor of thoſe gracious abilities 
wherewith God hath been pleaſed to endue 
you, being well known, toas many as know 
you. I hate both Flattery, and Ingratitude, 
As for this ſmall Piece, which 1 now mak« 
bold to Dedicate to you ; having a diipoſ}- 
tion for the ſatisfaQion of ſcrre Learned and 
worthy Friends, to copy a draughr of it, ] 
thonght I might with once Labour do a pub- 
Iick good, and give thera their private Cn» 
eentwent : and infinuate my thanktulnelsto 
your ſelf. Be pleaſed to afford this ſmall Pre- 
ſent your favourable Aſpe& and Patronage : 
the Subje& is Grave and Ponderous, and of 
great concernment to al] true Chriltans, who 
deſire Eternal Happineſs, as ftor my manner of | 
handling it, I leave to the Cenſure of Gods | 
Church and Pcople. Thus praying for your 
Temporal and Eternal welfare: I commit ' 
you, and yours to the grace of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and reft 


Your Henours to lowe aud 
ſerve you in the Lord. 


Chriſtopher Bradley. 
To 


FE EO OE FAROE 


To the Right Worſhipful DoGor John 
Neile, Arch-Deacon of Cleaveland : 
and the VW orſhiptul Chriſtopher 
Hildiard Eſquire. 


(31 ice bd Peace. 


Mich C3C2atitci Sits, 


C8 > this Sermon was preached at 
| b the deſire, #nd inthe Courſe of 
the firſt of you : and 1s now 
penned and preſented to your 


| reading, and peruſal, atthe deſire of the ſe- 


| condof you, who was an Auditor, among |} 


| JAdivers other perſons of Learning, and (Jua- 


lity: that I may ſatisfie ſome juliciow 
friends, and gratifie your ſelves : I now pre- 
ſent it unto your kind Acceptance, and Ap- 
probation. T be Subject is Eternity, which 
s the end we ſhould all look at, it is panis 

uotidianus, a DoFrine for every day, in 


ſeaſon all the Year long, never ont of ſeaſon : 
| A. 2 be 


as 4 token of that thank-fulueſs 1 owe unto 
you, for your continued Favour towards 
me : if my poor Endeavours may be uſeful 
zo the Church and People of God, I have 
my end, Deo Gloria, mihi venia. I hope 


on will pardon my DefeC/s in the manner of © 
P ly 


handling ſo weighty a Subjet, and that you 
will remember wh.t you read 1 Kings 5; 15. 
that at the bulding of Solomons 1 erple, 
there was room as well for Burden-bearers, 


as for other more curious Artificers : and 


Exod. 25. 4, 5. at the firſt making of the 
T obernacle, not only the Bringers of Blew- 
ſilk, and Purple, and Scarl.t: bat even 
the pooreſt ſort, which brought Goats- Hair, 
and R ams-Skins,were accepted. T hw pray- 
ing that we all may ſo pa through things 
won) that we finally loſe not the things 
Eternal. I commit you to Gads grations pro- 


reton, and reſt, 
Your Werſhips to be 
commauded in the Lord 


Chriſtopter Bradley. 


" be pleaſed to accept this poor Service of mine, , 


- \ 
yy — _ <—_ MM. 
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1) 
FRM T MT RARMA 


A Sermon Preached in Tork-M inſter. 
the ſecond day of Fuly, 1665. 


2 Cor. 4. 17.18. 

For our light affliction, which is but for a my 
ment, worketh for us a far more _exceeling and 
eternal weight of Glory. 

While we look not at the things which are ſeen, 
but at the things which are nor ſeen : for the 
things which are ſeen, are temporal, but ths 
things which are not ſcen, are eternal. 


AF theſe two Verles which I have 
\ Tead unto you, the firit 1s the 
Context, the lecond 1s the Text. 
L thall cltmb no higher for the co- 
herencc and connexion of the Text, then the 
Context ; wherein is latd down an antidote, 
or ſovereign Remedy of the Church and Peos» 
ple of God, againft the aftiiCtions of this pre- 
ſent Life. And therefore toclcar a paſlage to 
the Text, I ſhall a little open the Context : 
though the words in both verſes ſeem to be 
plain and eafie ; yet-if we look into the Ort- 
ginal, we ſhall find ſomething that is not ob- 
vious to every eye. I (hall therefore briefly 

. deſcaiit 


92,1; 


Ttu apr Tixel 
Tea! XA xT.4t 


= * eFt,h, 


(2) 

deſcant upon the plain-ſongy by way of a Pa- 
raphraſtical expoſition, and that according 
to the Originsl : Waters are ſweetcſt and 
ſaſeſt that are drunk from the fountain. In 
the Context we may obſcrve two Parts. 1. A 
Bicter Pill, AfliGion. 2. A ſweet Cordial of 
Comfort, and that is Glory. 2. We may ob- 
ſcrve the Qualifications of this Pill, by which 
It is alleviated, and mirigated. t. It1s /ighe 
offliftion 2. It 18 but for a moment. 3. We may 
obſerve the operation of this Pill : Af/iGion 
works Glory ; light Afſiifiion, a weigh t of Glory ; 
liyhe Afticiion for a moment, an eternal weight 
of Glory. Unrco which the Apofile makes an 
Hyperbolical addition, a far more exceeding, 
and eternal weight of Glory. AfliEiton, | the 
Greck word is a Mctaphor taken jrom crowd- 
ding, or preſſing 1m a mulrtirude or throg of 
Peoplc : and 1t 1s any trouble or prefiure that 
betalls che Soul, Budv, or Eſt..te, whici God 
1s pleaſed to inflict upon his Charch, or any 
Member cf it: and that for three cauſes e- 
ſpecially, the 1. is for CorreG&tion of (in paſt ; 
The 2. is for Preventian of fin to come 3; The 
2. is for the Probation, or Trya) of our Faith, 
and ather Graces : that as Stars (mne. bright- 
eft in the darkeſt nighr,(o the Graces of Gods 
Peovle 


| (3) - 
|  Peoplefhine brigheeft in the darkeſt night of 
Attl:iQiam. 2. Lighe Affliction, in the Origi- 53-1... 

ns! it is lighene? of Aftliction, char is very ** 4 
light ; but this: is to be underſtood Compa- 
ratively, for Affliction in ic ſelf is often heavy, 
and no chaſtening for the preſent ſeemerh 
to be joyous, bur grievous: yet in theſe re- 


ſpcs ic is light affliction. 


_—_— 


Hebs, ty «© 


t. [n regar of the demerit of fin, which 
deſerves the heavy wrath of God to all eters 
nity. 2. In regard of the ſhartne(s of ir, it is 
but for a moment. 3. ln regard of the opera- 
| tion of it, it worketh an eternal weight of 
Glory ; the confideration of which made the 
Apoltle ſay, Ireckon that the ſu /erings of this ren, 8.18, 
| preſent time, are not worthy to be compared with 
the Glory which ſhall be rewealed in ws. 
4-.1n regard of that Patience and Support, 1» 5 
which God is pleated to give his People un- gee! 6-9) gre 
der their affl; ions, and in his good time a * "4 
happy iſſue and deliverance out of them. 
2. This afthi&ion 18 but for a moment, a ve +17 /r; 
ry lictle time and preſently paſt, as the Greek 
word imports : ſo that though our attiiction 
bc long in it ſelf, yer it is bur fora moment, 
compared tocternal ſufferings, ſceing there 13 
| naproportion between the longeſt time, and 
eternity. B 2 The 


F 1415s Ae? me 
diis an.abte 
('te!em. 


Clort0/n mM 
F#-(f1E 


Gievgo,alw8 
L f.cere, 


(4) 

The third thing to be opened, is, the Ope- 
ration of it, though AMiQtion be bitter, yet 
here 15 the comfort of it, 1t worketh Glory. 
The end gives amability and ſweetneſs unto 
the means ; we take a bitter Potion willing- 
ly for healths ſake, it worketh Glory, Glory 
15 the excellency cr eminency of any thing 
reſulting and ariſing from its PerfeCtion. Clos 
ry in the Greek lignifics that high opinion or 
c{timation of anothers Worth or Excellency; 
For example, Glory in God is the Excellency 
of his Divine nature, and Attributes above 
the Creatures : Glory in the Creatures 1s the 
Excellency God puts upon them, ſo that to 
glorifie God, isnot to make him more glort- 
ous than he is, for God 1s infinite in all Per- 
{cftion, not capable of addition or diminu- 
tion. To glorific God is to give him the praiſe 
ot his Glory, according to that of the Pſal- 
niſt, Ibo ſo effereth Praiſe glorifieth me: ſo 
that toglorthe God is to divulge, and publiſh 


abroad to others what eminent Attributes, 


and what tranſcendent cxcellercics there are 
in God : to plorific God, is to declare him to 
be Glorious ; to glorifie the Creature 1s to 
make him plorious. But why 1s it called a 


weight of Glory? The Apoſtle (as Interpreters 
(agree 


OO a, ——  _————— 
CP —m— 


— 


— — — 


— 


OY 
I ES 


(5) 
agree) alludes to the Hebrew ward, which 
fignifies both weight, and, glory. Glory isa 
grave and welghty thing, whom we honour, 
are of great weight with us, and highly e- 
{icemed in our minds: and Glory, as it were, 
loads the beholder with admiration ; and 
this is allo amplified, by being an «ternal 
weight of Glory. As for the Apoſtles addition, 
a far more exceeding weight of Glory, I ſhall not 
trouble you with the various expoſitions of 
Interpreters, they are very Rhetorical, and 
ſublime : the Apoſtle heaps one Hypcrbole 
upon another, {© that neither Cicero nor De- 
moStheyes had ever ſoelegant a ſtrain of Rhe- 
torick. And therefore I ſhall acquieſce in the 
judgment of a learned DoG@or of our Church, 
who tells us, that no words deviſed by the 
beſt wit, and uttered by the moſt eloquent 
tongue of man, are. able to expreſs that ſur- 
paſfing weight of Glory : and well may it be 
ſo, when both the Prophet, and Apoſtle tel] 
us,that Eye hath not ſeen, ner ear heard, neither 
bave entred into the heart of man, the things 
which God bath prepared for them that love him. 
Bat for whom will Aﬀflition.thus work ? even 
for ſuch, as by the eye of Faigh Took at eterni- 


ty;for ſuch as conſider the redundancy of retsi-, 


B 3 . bution 


Ka3'y mieCs- 
Ay 4:6 vTie- 
Conte. 


Eſa 61, " 
1 Cor. 9. p, 


-- ——_— - 


(6) 


bution, and compare preſent things with fu. 
ture things, as Oecumenins well ubierves. And 
ſo you ſee the connexion of the Text, with 
the Context, while we look no, ©-c. Now 
for the opening, and applying of the words. 
becauſe merhod is the Mother of memory. 
I ſhall propound this method unto your Chri- 
ſtian conſideration : 1. Explication. 2. Ob- 
ſervation. 3- Application. 1. 1 ſhall give you 
2 brief Expoſition of the words, and that ac- 
earding to che Original. The parts of the 
Text are two. 1, An intimatton of a Duty. 
2. The Reaſons to enforce that Duty. 1. Ot 
the Duty, While we look not, ©e In the 


omen Greck it is, we wot (ooking, the participle fig- 


& 


nifying the concinuation of the Action : that 
is, we look nor with a tranſient cye, a glance 
and away, but with a conſtant teddy cye, 
that is, we muſt make it our main bulineſs 
tolook at Ptfernity ; the Greek word contains 
in it an elegant Metaphor, taken from one 
that ſhoots at a Mark ;-ro teach us, that things 
of a ſpiritual, and crernal narure muſt be the 
mark and ſcope at which we do coſlime and 
aim. 2. Obſcerye the eye with which we look, 


elſe that will ſcem a Paradox, which indeed 
w 4 Divine Truth ; how can we look at the 


things 


(7) 
chings which arc not ſeen? thisis to be une 
derſtood, not of a-natural or eatnal cye, but 
of the ſpiritual eye-of Faith; elſe there will 
be a diſproportion between the faculty, and 
the obje&. Anc' that this Expoſition is true, 
the Apolile teſtifies in.that Definition, or ra- 
ther Deſcription of Faith : (Heb. 11.1.) Now 
Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not ſeen : and in the 27. verſe 
of that Chapter, Moſes is ſaid by Faith to bawe 
ſeen bim, who is inviſible. Now toilluſtrate 
Chis a little, the natural eye 1s like the fight 
of the Owl, ſhe cannor look upon the Sun, 
the weaknels 18 in the faculty of ſight : (ov 
the natural man, or as it is in the Greek, the 
Animal maa {for he is amecr Animal in {pi- 
ritual things) recerveth not the things of the 
ſpirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto 
him, neither can be know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. But the ſpiritual 
eye is like the ſight of an Eagle, ſhe is ſaid to 
be ſun-proof, looking intently npon the dun 
without being dazicd ; and by that proper- 
ty makes proof of her young ones : ſo Belic- 
vers by the eye of: Faith can look upon the 


—_— ſan 
bi) fires 
ſ 4 
Lopes « #- 
vporr (ty, 

I Cor. 2-14, 


FA porye- 


Sr of Righteouſneſs, Teſus Chriſt, and at ſpirt- Mu + 2 


tual and.cternal things. And 1o I come b- 
the 


( 


— PT —— — —_— - m. 


Triexace, 


«lp 
«1p, q. «1l- 


a #, 


(8) 
the ſerond part of the Text, the Reaſons to 
enforce the Duty, and they: are two. 1. The 
things that are ſeen, are temporal, the Greek 
word ſignifies for a ſeaſon, a very little time. 
The ſecond Reafon is , but the things which 
are not ſeen, are eternal, the Greek word fi Ig- 
nifies that which is alwaics in exiſtenee, in 
being : and the Hebrew word gee, being ad- 
ded toeternity, or ever, encreaſes the dura- 
tion of ir, that 1s, ever being added to ever, | 

for everand ever, notes unto us all Ercrnities. 
Now Eternity 18 either 2 parte ante, or 4 parte 
oft : God 18s eternal both ways, Fſal. go. 2. 
From everlaſting to everlaſting thox art God. 
God had no beginning, and ſhall havenoend, 
heis, and was, and is tocome : and ſo much 
the Hebrew word Febovah doth import, 
which comes from a root which fignifies He 
was: Angels and the Souls of Men are ctcr- 
nal the laft way, 2 parte poſt: they had a be- 
ginning but ſhall have no end, they mult live 
ever, cither in joy, or miſery. Pod ſo I come 
to the ſecond thing in the method propound=> 
cd, and that is the Obſerwatiow, which is this, 
That it js the Duty of all true Chriftians is all 
their doings and hoe ſufferings, to rok through 
md beyond thoſe things which are Temporal, 


wits 


l 


_ 
cc 


(9) 
unto theſe thinge which are ſpiritus] and Erer- 


\ 8al. 

Fot the confirmation of this Propofiticn, 
take two or three inftances. 1, Ot Chrilt, - 
Looking unto Jeſus, the Author and finiſher of # #1 
our Faith : who for the jcy that was ſct before 
him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the ſvame, aud 
is ſet down at the right hand of the Throne of 
God. 2. Moſes, by Faith Motcs when he was ;, ” TN 
come 10 years, refuſed to be called the Son of. 
Pharaohs Dauybter. Chuſing rather to ſuffer af- 

iftion with the people of ( »oll, than to enjoy 
the pleaſures of ſrn for 4 ſeaſon : ellecring the 
reproach of Chrift greater riches than the I rea- 
ſures of Egypt: for be had reſpe& unto tbe 
recompence of reward. 

The third inſtance 1s In Mary, who ſat at Luk 1641 44 
T-ſ\us fect, and heard his word : when Mar- 
tha was cumbred abuut much fſcrving, ſhe 
made a worthy choice, ſhe had cholcn that 
owe thing neceſſary, the ſpiritual and cetcrral 
welfare of her Soul. 

As for the Reaſons, I ſhall confine my {clit nears, 
within the limits of my Text: and as thc 
Dodrine takes up the 1. part, ſo the Realons 
will take up the 2. part of ir. 


The 1, Reaſon, why we ſhould look at 
C Ercrnity 


(01) 
Eternity, is, becauſe the things which are 
ſeen are temporal : that is, they abide but for 
a ſeaſon, they are tranſient , and fluent, not 
darable, nor permanent; and therefore So- 
lomon who knew well the vanity and inſtabi- 
lity of all worldly things, asks this que [tion, 

Por. 99.4. Wilt thou ſet thine eyes upon that which is not ? 
What is his meaning ? not that earthly 
things, as riches, ©c. are non entia, and have 
no being : but that they are not the things 
which they {cem to be, they are not fo laft- 
ing, nor ſo ſatisfatory as men expect; and 
therefore Solomon ſubjoyns in the fame verle, 
for riches certainly make themſelwes wings, they 
fly away as an Eagle toward Heawen. Here the 
tight of Riches 1s compared tc the ſudden 
flicht of an Eagle ; as ohe property of the 
Faglic, is, that ſhe 1s quick-tighted (as you 

| have hean) lo another property 13, that ſhe 1s 

quick flighted - foare all carthly things, (a- 
ding and quickly vaniſhing. Meteors 1n the 

Te gmduve Ayr, are called Apparitions, becauſe they 

Te C182 putya oreſencly appear, and as prelet:t]y diſ-appearz 
{oare al! things that are ſeen, they are bat 

Meteors, Vaponrs, Apparitions 3 and well 

4. '. mayit he ſo, when St. James asketh this que- 

ftion, What i yorr life? it 14 even a vapour that 


appears. 


Lay 


(n) 
appeareth for a little time, and then vaniſheth a. 
wey. So that all our Creature-comtorts may 
quickly either be taken from us, or we from 
them, our life it (clf -being fo uncercain- 
Hence 1t is that St» Paul gives that tpithec 
unto Riches, 1ruſt ner in uncertain Riches, but +, 
in the living God. Riches arc uncertain, 1. In 
the getting, 2, In the Keeping, 3.1n the Ieav- 
ing - in the Original, it 1s nncertaincy, in the : 
abltract, that is, nothing is more uncertain, 4 Vt 
being uncertainty it felt : and yer there 1s 
{omething more in the word co be obicryed, be 
in the Compoſition of it, ic ſignifies ir 1s not © 
manifeſt, or evident : that is, no &« monſtra- 
tion, or determination can be made from out: 
ward things, whether a man be in the favour 
of God, or no; whether a man be in the 
ſtate of Grace, and Salvation, or no ; God 
being pleaſed to ule a promilicuovs diipen- 
{ation of outwards things, fo that all things 
fall alike, in that reſpe&, to all men, as So7o- 
mon well oblerves. Hence alto it 15 that St. 
Paul urges the Corinthians to modcration in 
all outward things, and that by rwo cogent, 
and convincing Arguments : that, they that 
bave Wives, be as though they bad none: and _ 
they thad weep, as though they wept not : and 3" 3' 
theythat rejoyce, as t hough they rejoyced not : ad 
: C 5 ti1*y 


(12) 
they that buy, « thengh they. poſſeſſed not : and 
they that uſe thts world, as not abufing it : the 
firſt argument 1s antecedent, and it is this, 

ey br the rime is ſhort, in the Greek, the ſeaſon is 
contracted : that 13, very ſhort. The ſecond 
Argument s conſequent, for the feſbien of this 

T3 %,.*7 worſd paſeth away: in the Greek it is che 

me Scheme of this world ; 1t 18 but a Scheme, a 
Figure, a Pageant, a Shew, a Faſhion, and that 

PY quickly paſſeth away. In the Revelation, we 
read &t a ti'oman clotbed with the Sun, and the 
Moon under her feet : this Woman 1s the 
Church of God, clothed with the rich Robes 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the Sun of Righteouineſs, 
and the Moon, that 1s, all ſubInnary and 
carthly things under her feet. God has pie 
ven us the earth to {ct our fect upon, and 
nor to ſet our hearts upon. But eternal things 

Pror 8.18. arc durable, Riches and Honour are with me, 
faich Wildome, yea durable Riches and Rigbte» 
ouſneſs:& that Ieads me ro the ſecond Realon, 
But the tings that are not feen are eternal. It 18 
worth our oblervation, that ctcrnity berng ad- 
ded to any eftate, or condition, makes it inft- 

nitely good,or infinitely bad :as for Example, 
to have the favour of God, the Iiplit of his 
ecuntcnance,his bliſsful preſence, the ſociety of 
| Saints 


| 


(13). 

Saints and Angels, for a day, a year,c, were 
very good:: but eoenjoy this happineſy eq all 
etcrnity, makes it infinitely poad. So og the 
contrary to fecl horrour of Conſcience, a ſe- 
paration from God, to burn jn-re and brim- 
{tone for a day, Ora year, &ve. were very bad : 
then what 1s 1t to endure theſe to all eternity? 
this makes the miſery to be infinitely evil. 
Thus you fce the Reaſons why Chriſtians 
ſhould Iook beyond this preſent life, unto 
thole things which are ſpiritual and eternal : 
And fo | come to the third, and laſt thing in 
the method propounded, and that is Appli- 
Cation. 

i, Hence we learn, from this Dogrine of 
eternity, to be ſoundly perſwaded, and wcl] 
grounded in theſe two Scriprure-Truths, 
i. The immortality of the Soul, and 2. the 
happineſs, or ey of the life to come, 
which will laſt to allerternity. As for the firſt, 
though it hath been oft impugned 'beth by 
ancient Hereticks, and modern Schifmaticks - 
yet that the Soul of man ts not only a ſpiritu- 
al Eflence, which auates the body in which 
it 15, but an immortal Effence too, which ſhall 


oyerlive the body, we have good proof both 


from the Old, and New Teſtament : ce 
: Eecl. 


AppPcation. 
I, 


Anime Yatis- 
pelic off ime 
wr taln- 


. Mar. 5.8, 


O14) 
Eeel, 1247. Luke 23. 46. and not only the 


ahcient Fathers, but the learned Gentiles by 
the light of Nature, and dull ſpeQacles of 
Philoſophy, have afferecd this Truth, If 1 
were -to (peak to Heathens, I might imicate 
St. Paul, who confuted the Athenians, Cretians, 
and others, out of their own Greek Poets : 
but ſeeing (thanks be to God) I ſpeak to 
Chriſtians, I need not tell you, what opinion 
Plato, Pythagoras, Ariſtotle, and others held of 
the Souls immortallity : {ecing it is a £eCcLV- 
ed Axiom in Philoſophy, thet the rational 
Soul is immortal. 

And if the Soul be immortal, and ſhall be 
re-united to the body at the ReſnrreQion, 
then it muſt have an bz, aplace of eternal 
bliſs, or miſery. And-not only the Scriptures, 
but the Greek and Latine Poets, do make 
mention of Heaven, and Hell, their Elyſiax 


' fields, and Tartarean Dungeon, and the like. 
"As for the plories of the life to come, and mi- 


ſeries of the ſecond death, Heathens, as well 
as Chriſtians have much written. Now if we 
would know, 'wherein the blefſedneſs of the 
life'to come dott'contat, both the Scriptures 


and the Fathers cell us, thar ic conſiſts in the 


Beatifical viſion of Almighty God. Bleſſed 


dre 


erg) 

ore the pure in beart, for they ſhall ſee God. In thy | 
Preſence 4s fulneſs of joy, and it thy Fight hand ** 5 
there are pleaſures for evermore, ſaith the Pſal- 
miſt. And St. Aſtin tells us, that only the bea- ri Da beet 
tifical viſion of God, is our chiefeſt pood. As RE 
for the miſcrics of the life to come, they conſiſt ***=*9%** 
in a ſeparation from the Preſence of God-as$t. 
Payl intimatcs 2 The. 1.9. this is called the 
ſecond Death, not properly, but Analogically : wi 
for as the death of the body, is the ſeparation 
of the Soul from the body : ſo the death of 
the Soul, ts the ſeparation of the Soul from > 
God. And this Divines call the puniſhment, , 
of loſs, which they ſay, is groatcr than the y=«cur,quen 
puniſhment of ſenſe. -Hence it is that ſonfe pg eng 
of the Fathers call this ſecond Death, a death 92% ©* 
withont death, ora never-dying death ; it is 
2 liveleſs life : ſuch is the miſerable condi- 
tion of the ſecond Death. 

2. This Dod&rine reproves and condemns 
thoſe that mind only earthly things : Phil. 2. 
1 9. Whoſe end is deſtruGQion, whoſe God is their 
belly, whoſe glory %s intheir ſhame, who mind 
earthly things. Senſual Atheiſts, Epicures, video 
Liberrines, called not only in Scripture, but a 
tm prophane Authors, ſwine, and dogs. Pro. Heb. ir. 16, 


pbane Eſau ſold bis birthright for one morſel of 


meat - 


a9. 6. 


_—- 
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»eat': and prophane men ſcl| Heayen for, a 
little carth, the yoys of eternal life, for the 
pleaſurcs of fin which are but for a ſcaſon. 
Whence is it, that any ſhould hold the Soul 
to be mortal ? but from a principle of Epicu- 
riſm : when (for ought that I could ever 
read) the immortality of the Soul, was never 
politiyely denied by any Sect of Philoſophers, 
except the Epicures ; who placing rhe chiet 
happineſs, or ſummnn bouun, in corporal pleas 
ſures, were, as it were, engaged to cry Jown 

5 the Soul. 
| The third lefſon we may learn from licnce, 
{ 3* is, to teach us the Reaſon why they that 
truly ſear God,and mind the ſalvation of 
their ſouls, dare not run with others to the 
like ſcn{uality, and exceſs of riot : and there- 
1Pet.4.gy, fore ſaith St. Peter, they think it ſtrange :: 
| ſpeaking evil of you, who ſball give account to 
him that is ready to judge the quick ond the 
dead. They look at the reckoning-day, they 
look at eternity, they conſider how they may 
get through this troubleſome world with 
2 Pet, 1. $16, good Coniciences. They give all diligence to 
i inns addto Faith, Vertne; to Verine, Mowledge, Oe. 
but he that lacketh theſe thingr, is blind, and 
4 cannot ſee afar of : he cannot look at Eternity: 
| but 


(17) 
but the other Jabour to. grow in Grace, that 
they may be prepared for the Kinydum of 
Glory | 

The fourth lefſon, which is the maia in- 
firugion of this point, 4s, to exhort us tn all 
things to look at cternity, And this indeed is 
- that, which we mult all aim at, it we havc a- 
ny of that zeal to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
which was (ſo eminent in the Patriatchs, Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, ConfelTors as to be 
lefe upon Record for our inſtrution. Now 
that we may look at our ſpiritual and cternal 
condition: 1. We muft labour for a lively 
and ſaving Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; Faith is 
the eye of the Soul, to ſee, as the hand of the 
Soul, to reccive : 2. Labour to live by faith, 
8nd wot by ſenſe. Let us not ſo much conſider 
what ſhall become of us in this Life, as what 
fhall become of us to all Ecernity. And let 
us alwaics remember, that eternal life 1s be- 
gua in this life, called the life of Grace ; 
Grace and Glory difter only in degrees. Grace 
1s the imitation of Glory, and Glory the con- 
ſummation of Grace : none can live the life 
of Glory, but ſuch as live the life of Grace 
here : without Regeneration, there is no ſa]- 


vation. Chriſt told Nichodemnus, Except a man |e x. ;.- 


'P, be 


3 Cor. FT. 


———. 


« Tir, 2. 2. 
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be borne againe, he cannot enter iuto the King- 
dome of Heaven, So that while this life lalt« 
eth, cternal life muſt be acquired, or loſt for 
evcr-, 

Now give me leavea little, to ſpeak to all 
conditions of men that hear me: and I be- 
feech yeu Brethren, ſujjer the word of Exborta- 
tion, by a particular Applieation. 1. You that 
are Magiſtrates, and Governors either in 


Church or State, ler all your aQings be for 
the glory of God, the honour of. the King, - 


the Good, Peace, Welfare, and Tranquility 
ot the places where you live : fulfil the end 
of Magiſtracy, which is to fuppreſs ſin, and 
vice, and ro encourage vertue and piety : that 
people may lcad under you, 8s quiet, and a 


peaceable life in all gadlineſa end boneity. And. 


may more cheerfully and willingly, Submie 
themſelwes to every Ordinance of man ſor the 
Lords ſuke, whether it be to the King as ſupreme, 
or unto Gowernours, 4s unto then that are ſent by 
him, for the puniſhment of evil doert, and for 
the praiſe of them thet do well. That fo you 


may give a good eccount at the laſt-day, and 


may receive the Crown of life. 


We that are Miniſters of Gods Holy Word 


and Sacraments, let all our preaching he for 
Eternity. 


< 
4 
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Eternity, Let the Glory of God and 
the ſalvation of Souls, bc our chict aim, Ict 
convidtion, converſion and edification be the 
end and ſcope of our teaching. Dax. 13. 2. 
they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 
the formament, and they that turn . wany unto 
righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and cver : F 
but who are they thac are wiſe ? che Hebrew meligais. =» 
word, which is tranſlated wilc, is alſo rendred © 
teaching, or Teachers, as it is in the Margent 
of our Bibles. They that arc wiſe, are ſnch 
as by their painful teaching, turn many unto 
righteouſneſs. Let us ſec another excellent 
place, Prow. r 1.30. The fruit of the righteous ts 
8 tree of life, ani he that winneth Souls is wiſe. 
The Tree of Life was a type of immortallicy, 
and you fee here again'who is wiſe, he that 
winneth Souls; the Hebrew word ſignifies to 
take, or catch, and ic 1s a Mecaphor taken 
from Fowlers, or Fiſhers who uſe all art and 
induſtry to catch birds or iſh. The Devil is 
very bufie to catch Souls from us, ]ct us be 
very induſtrious to catch Souls from him : the 
wiles of the Devil, are in the Greek called .7- -c; 4+ 
Methods : let us ule all our method to reco- _ L; 
ver Souls from him, and lct us oft reade, and 
meditate upon that counſe] which St. Panl 

D 5 p1vcs 


Eph. 2 ! 9» 


Phil. 3. 29. 


oxi % 


, £3, 12, I 4s 


gives to: Tymorby, 2 Time. 5. 4 


(ip) 
laſt verſes: 
thus doing, when the chief $ dad ſball appear, 

we alſo may receive 4 Crown of Glory. Yowthae 
are Citizens of this ancient and famous City, 

l:bour to be free Denizens of Heaven. That 
ye be n# more Stranpers and Forreipners, but Fel- 
low Citizens with the Saints, and of the houſ- 
boid of God. 

Let your Converſation be in Heaven, go about 
carthly buſineſs with. Heavenly minds ; rhe 
Greek word tranſlated Converſation, fignte 
fies Citizen-ſhip: therefore remember, thas 


you have here no continuing City, but muſt ſeek, 


One TO come. 


You that are Merchants, and Tradeſ-men, 
trade for Heaven and Eternity. And remem- 
ber thac the Kingdom of Heaven 3s like unto 4 
Merchant -man, ſeeking goodly Pearls, who when 
be had found one Pearl of great price, he went 
and ſold all that he had and bonghn it This Pearl 
is Jeſus C hrv(t with all his. benefits, which 
you ſhould diligently ſeek : wile Merchants 
whcn they go beyond Sea, uſe to-buy ſuch 
Commodities as are cheap there, but-are-yen«- 
dible at home; at a good rate; even {o while 


you are here, not at home, but Strangers and 


Forreigners, buy ſuch Commodities as will 
g1Ye 


' CE 2x 3 

give a good'rate, when your come 2t Home, in 
Heaven : the benefits of Chriſt, Gzace,, and 
the new- Creatnre- are cheap here, in regard 
of the paucity and fewneſs of men that look 
after them : but they will be of preat price 
in Heaven, which is our home,our own Coun > 
try. Let no worldly profit hinder your care 
for your Souls 3 What wall it profit a man, if be 
ſhall gain the whole world and loſe his own Joul ; 
{a1ti) our Saviour. Be not (o careful how to 
lay a foundation of greatneſs for Poſterity, 
as how to lay. a good foundation againft the time 
to come, that ye may lay bold on eternal Life, It 
was a complaint of devout Szlyian, that men, 
to leave others rich for aſhort time, did often 
condemn themſelvesto eternal poverty. 

Laſtly, You that are poor Labourers, take 
our Saviours: counſel, For 6. 27. Labour not 
(ſo much) for the meat which periſheth, «« for 
the meat which endureth to eternal Life. And 
remember for your comforts, that if you be 
true Believers in Chriſt; and look at Erterni- 
ty, that God hath choſen the poor of this 
world, rich in Faith, and Heirs of the King- 
dome which he hath promiſed to them that 


tove him, James 2. 5. 
Now, 


Mat, vs. 26. 


1 Tim 6.19; 


Salvian, 44 
Kecl. Catbol, 
Lib. 2. 


g* 


F, 


Mz. 7. 14, 


7:33 aptiry 
5 O05, 


2 Tim- 241 2, 


3 Cer. 5, 


(22) 
Now that I may pive you ſome few Mo- 


gives andencouragements to this Duty : 


The looking at Eternity-will make us the 
leſs ro love and prize the things of this. 
world, and be well eontented with our Con- 
dition. 


Ie will make us patiently to bear all Aﬀh- - 


ions, and troubles : when we conſider, that 


ftrait the Gate, and nerrow #1 the Way ( or as it 


181n the Greck, full of Affliction) which leads 
«th unto Life, and few there be that find it : 
and that if we ſuſjer with Chriſt, we ſball reign 
with bim. 
This will make us that we ſhall not envy 
the proſperity of wicked men, read Fſ.37.1,2. 
This will ſweetly bring on the Meditation 
of Death : why is Death ſo fearful to the 
wicked ? but becauſe, 3x w appointed for all 
wen once to dye : and after that comes Tudgme nt; 
and after that Ercrnity : Why is death fo 


comfortable to the godly ? Bur becauſe their | 


temporal death, is a paſſage to Erernal] Life ; 
when they can [ay bclievingly, we know that 
if our earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle were 
diſſolved : we bawe 8s building of God, an Honſe 
not made with Hand, eternal in the Heaweng. 
The ncxt lefion we learn from this Do@rine, 
1s 


on ———_ —_—. 


= 
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is for Caution, to take heed of all fin, even 
the leaſt fin is of an eternal guilt, being cofn- 
mitted againſt an cternal God, and mutthaye 

an eternal expiation by the Blood of Chriſt, 
or elle an etcrnal puniſhment, 

Laſtly, (that I may haſten, to conclade 
with the time) this may teach us an uſe of 
Gratulation, to be thankful unto God, that 
hath given us immortal Souls, and a true 
Faith in Jelus Chriſt, thac he hath given any 
of us Cracc careſully to look after our eters 
nal eſtate and condition : and that he hath 
prepxarcd eternal happineſs for us. And that 
we may be better ſtirred up to thankfulneſs ; 
I ſhall allude to that of Dawid, 2 Sam. 7. 18, 
19, 20. Read the place, I pray you, we may 
apply it thus : Lord. who am I, that thor haſt 
brought me hitherto, that thou beſt preſerved me 
to thus day : but thou haſt ſpoken of thy Servants 
Houſe for a great while yet to come - thou haſt 
appointed me to happineſs to all Eternity. 
And what cau David ſay more? this ſurpaſſeth 
the ſpeech of all created Eloquence. This 
ſhould mighrily affe& us, we ſhould be (o ra- 
viſhed with the Contemplation of the gloryes 
of the life to come, that we ſhould noc only 
praiſe God with our lips ({ce. Pſ. 103. 1, 2+} 


bur 


024 | 
but alſo with onr lives - (that (o glorifying. 
bim a few days upon Earth, we may be glori-: 
fied with bim, and by him, to all crernity in 
Heaven, Now let us turn our praiſe into | 
prayer, that through the Grace and Guidance 
of Gods Holy Spirit, we may ſo paſs through 
things temporal, that we finally lofe not the - 
things ctcenal : through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Yy 


